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Encyclopedia of Household Economy. By Emily Holt. New York: Phillips 

& Co., publishers. 

As a curiosity this book is recommended to searchers after novelty in litera- 
ture. Perhaps its appearance is due to the 1830 revival, but many of its fea- 
tures go a hundred years back of that date. There is much that is excellent 
and of practical value in the book, though most of it seems to be written for 
pioneer or frontier life, where time has little or no value so long as seasons 
are duly observed and planting is done in the spring and reaping in the autumn. 
There is plumbing after Waring; there are the latest fads in electric lighting; 
the treatment of a sick cow; there is a list of insecticides wherein the bed- 
bug is ignored — probably unknown ; there is a chapter on " Healing Simples." 
At first glance one takes exception to the noun in the title and a second look 
crosses out the adjective. They suggest aggravation rather than healing, and 
very active poisons seem miscalled simples. 

The instruction in sewing one feels to be inadequate. The instructor warns 
against the sewing-machine, which is liable to get moody and indulge in vagaries, 
is an unreliable aid and not to be depended upon. But it is the chapter on 
nursing that gives one a desire to chew long on the cud of reflection. The chapter 
opens : 

" Since the trained nurse is a luxury of woe beyond the reach of so many 
of us, it is worth while to set down some things possible to any person of 
ordinary intelligence, which, faithfully followed, will make her absence less 
keenly felt." This sounds sarcastic, but may not be so. Some of the things 
set down are the essentials that every nurse carries away from her training- 
school, but there are other things set down that remind us of the saying, "A 
little learning is a dangerous thing." 

The Life- Work of George Frederick Watts, R.A. By Hugh MacMillan, D.D.; 

LL.D., F.R.S.E., F.S.A. (Scot.). London: J. M. Dent & Co.; New York: 

E. P. Dutton & Co., publishers. 

Perhaps it is hardly necessary to call to the attention of the reader any 
one number of the series of " Temple Biographies," since they claim so much well- 
deserved popularity; yet this one number in particular has in it so much that 
is applicable for instruction and inspiration that one is constrained to add one 
word more in praise of Dr. MacMillan's " Life-Work of George Frederick Watts." 
It seems to appeal to our own profession in a way more than to any other class 
of the general reading public. The nature of our calling as nurses makes it 
impossible to escape from dwelling much in thought on the mystery of human 
life, on its spiritual significance, on the inscrutable design which ordered the 
laws which govern human life. Naturally, when we find one in the higher 
intellectual calling who makes his life-work the study of these questions we are 
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